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Established in 1888, The Geological Society of America provides access to elements that
are essential to the professional growth of earth scientists at all levels of expertise and from
all sectors: academic, government, business, and industry. The Geological Society's
growing membership unites thousands of earth scientists from every corner of the globe in a
common purpose to study the mysteries of our planet and share scientific findings. We hope
to continue to improve our gateway to the World Wide Web so that computer technology
can aid site visitors in their work as earth scientists. Information on contacting the
Geological Society of America is available at
http://www.geosociety.org/contactus/index.htm.

Geological Society of America
Ethical Guidelines for Publication

Society publications are the vehicle in which the results of scientific inquiry, guided by the
scientific method, are shared with other geoscience researchers and made available to a
wider public audience. Results presented in Society publications advance research, inform
governmental policy decisions, educate students, and assist the private sector in a wide
range of endeavors. Thus it is important for the Society to maintain a level of quality and
integrity in its publication process. This responsibility rests with all involved in the
publication process - authors, reviewers, editors, GSA officials, and GSA staff. The
following document outlines a set of ethical guidelines for all those involved in GSA
publications (journals, books, maps, abstracts, electronic media). Adherence to these
guidelines should promote fair treatment of manuscripts through the peer review process.

This document draws heavily on ethical guidelines prepared by other scientific societies,
most notably the American Chemical Society. The list of sources below also includes more
general documents on ethics in science consulted in preparation of these guidelines.

o National Academy of Sciences: On Being A Scientist: Responsible Conduct In
Research (stills.nap.edu/html/obas/)

o American Chemical Society (Reprinted [in part] with permission from “Ethical
Guidelines to Publication of Chemical Research,Chem. Rev. 2001, 101, p. 13A-5A.
Copyright 1985, 1989, 1995, 2001 American Chemical Society.)
(pubs.acs.org/instruct/ethic.html)
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o American Physical Society (www.aps.org/statements/02.2.html)
o American Geophysical Union (www.agu.org/pubs/pubs_guidelines.html)
o American Mathematical Society (www.ams.org/secretary/ethics.html)

1. Society Officers, Councilors, and Society Staff
1.1. Council is responsible for setting policy for all GSA publications and appointing
editors of books and journals. The Publications Committee, as an appointed committee
of Council, offers advice and makes recommendations on publication policy to
Council.
1.2. The Executive Director is responsible for ensuring that publications policies
enacted by Council are carried out.
1.3. Editors of books and journals are expected to carry out editorial duties in a manner
consonant with policies set by Council and consistent with the Bylaws of the Society.
They should work closely with the Executive Director and appropriate GSA
headquarters staff (e.g., Director of Publications, Managing Editors, etc.).
1.4. Editors have full responsibility for editorial and technical decisions on journal and
book content. Society Officers, Councilors, and headquarters staff (including the
Executive Director) should not intervene or comment on editorial decisions on
individual manuscripts.
1.5. Inquiries from Councilors and Officers on manuscripts under consideration will be
handled in the same manner as communications from the general membership, which
reflects the editorial staff's standard practices. Communications from Officers and
Councilors about editorial business are considered official Society business, unless
otherwise identified. Official inquiries will receive prompt and complete action that
becomes part of the Society's official record.

2. Editors, Associate Editors, and Guest Editors of Books

The term Editor as used below refers to Editors, Associate Editors, Guest Editors of books,

and Editorial Board members when delegated to serve in an editorial capacity.
2.1. Editors will give manuscripts unbiased consideration.
2.2. Editors should process manuscripts rapidly.
2.3. The Editor has sole responsibility for acceptance or rejection of a manuscript.
Manuscripts should have peer review, but the Editor may reject or accept for cause
(inappropriate for journal, clearly of poor quality, contents previously published
elsewhere, etc.)
2.4. The Editor and editorial staff should not disclose information about submitted
manuscripts except to reviewers, Associate Editors, Editorial Board members, and
GSA publications staff. Information about a manuscript may be shared, with the
author's permission, once a manuscript is accepted and scheduled for publication (e.g.,
new releases, pre-publication posting of the abstract, or inclusion in a list of contents,
etc.).
2.5. Responsibility for manuscripts submitted by the Editor should be delegated to
another Editor, Associate Editor, or Editorial Board member.
2.6. The Editor should not handle manuscripts for which there is a real or perceived
conflict of interest. Examples include, but are not restricted to, past (within the last 5
years) or current collaboration, personal friend, employer or employee, family
relationship, institutional relationship, past or present graduate advisor or advisee,
someone with whom the reviewer has had a past or on-going scientific controversy, or
situations where the Editor could stand to gain economically by publication or
rejection of the manuscript. Editorial responsibility should be delegated to another
Editor, Associate Editor, or Editorial Board member.

i 2.7. The Editor should not use information, data, theories, or interpretations of
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submitted manuscript in her/his own work until that manuscript is in press or
published unless the author has given permission to do so.

2.8. If an Editor is presented with convincing evidence that the main substance or
conclusions of a publication are erroneous, he/she should facilitate publication of a
report (e.g., correction, follow-up manuscript, or other appropriate means) pointing out
the error and, if possible, correcting it. The report may be written by the person who
discovered the error or by the original author.
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3. Authors and Co-authors
3.1. Manuscripts should contain original, new results, data, ideas and/or interpretations
not previously published or under consideration for publication elsewhere (including
electronic media and databases).
3.2. Authors should be encouraged to avoid fragmentation of their published submitted
work where practical.
3.3. Authors should inform the Editor of related manuscripts under consideration
elsewhere and provide copies if requested.
3.4. Fabrication of data, results, selective reporting of data, theft of intellectual
property of others, and plagiarism are unethical practices and unacceptable.
3.5. Information obtained privately (e.g., in conversation, correspondence, or
discussion with third parties) should not be used or reported in a manuscript without
explicit permission from the party with whom the information originated. Information
obtained in the course of confidential services (e.g., refereeing manuscripts or grant
applications) should be treated similarly.
3.6. Manuscripts will contain proper citation of works by others, especially
publications of the original hypotheses, ideas, and/or data upon which manuscript is
based
3.7. Data and/or samples (especially unusual or rare materials) upon which a
publication is based should be made available to other scientists, except in special
circumstances (patent protection, privacy, etc.), in the manuscript or through
accessible data repositories, databases, museum collections, or other means when
requested.
3.8. Authorship
3.8.1. Authorship should be limited to those who have made significant
contributions to the concept, design, execution or interpretation of the work
reported in a manuscript; others who have contributed should be
acknowledged;
3.8.2. Author order should be agreed on by all authors as should any
changes in authors and order that occur while the manuscript is under
review or revision. Changes in authorship must be submitted to the Editor in
writing and must be signed by all authors involved.
3.8.3. Authors and co-authors should review and ensure the accuracy and
validity of results prior to submission; co-authors should have opportunity
to review manuscript before submission.
3.9. Authors should reveal to the Editor any potential conflict of interest (e.g., a
consulting or financial interest in a company), that might be affected by publication of
the results contained in a manuscript. The authors should ensure that no contractual
relations or proprietary considerations exist that would affect the publication of
information in a submitted manuscript.
3.10. Authors are encouraged to disclose major funding sources (e.g., government
agencies, private foundations, private industry, universities) for reported research.
3.11. Prepublication via internet or other methods is prohibited.
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4. Reviewers

4.1. A reviewer should disclose real or perceived conflict of interests to the Editor
before agreeing to write a review. Examples include, but are not restricted to, past
(within the last 5 years) or current collaboration, personal friend, employer or
employee, family relationship, institutional relationship, past or present graduate
advisor or advisee, someone with whom the reviewer has had a past or on-going
scientific controversy, or situations where the reviewer could stand to gain
economically by publication or rejection of the manuscript. The Editor will decide if
the conflict is severe enough to prevent the reviewer from writing a fair, objective
review.

4.2. A reviewer should decline to review a manuscript if she/he feels technically
unqualified, if a timely review can't be done, or if the manuscript is from a scientific
competitor with whom the reviewer has had an acrimonious professional relationship,
or a conflict of interest as defined above (section 4.1).

4.3. Reviewers should be encouraged, but not required, to sign reviews. The Editor
will preserve anonymity of reviewers should a reviewer elect to remain anonymous.
4.4. Reviewers should treat the manuscript as confidential.

4.5. Reviewers should ask the Editor for permission to discuss the paper with others
for specific advice, giving names and reasons for such consultation.

4.6. Reviewers should not pass the manuscript to another to carry out the review
without permission from the Editor.

4.7. Reviewers should not use information, data, theories, or interpretations of the
manuscript in their own work until that manuscript is in press or published unless the
author has given permission to do so.

4.8. Reviewers should clearly support and justify the basis for their review analysis.
4.9. Reviewers should alert the Editor to similar manuscripts published or under
consideration for publication elsewhere in the event they are aware of such. However,
it is the responsibility of the Editor, not the reviewer, to decide on the proper course of
action once so informed.

Geology

Science Editors

Andrew P. Barth
Indiana University
- Purdue
University,
geolsoc@iupui.edu

Brad Opdyke
The Australian
National University,
geolsoc@anu.edu.au

Sandra Wyld
University of
Georgia, Atlanta,
geolsoc@gly.uga.edu

Patience Cowie
University of Edinburgh,
patience.cowie@ed.ad.uk

Editorial Board

e P.A. Allen

London

o Ariel Anbar
Arizona State
University

Imperial College,

o Rebecca Bendick
University of Montana

o Andrea Hampel
Ruhr-Universitat
Bochum

¢ Vicki Hansen
University of
Minnesota

¢ Elizabeth Hearn
University of British
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e Uwe Ring
University of
Canterbury

o Gerald Roberts
University of London

e Sarah M. Roeske
University of
California, Davis
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o Gilbert Camoin
Centre Européen de
Recherche et
d'Enseignement des
Géosciences

o Peter Cawood
University of Western
Australia

o Charlotte Cederbom
GeoForschungsZentrum
Potsdam

e Marin Clark
University of Michigan

e Angela L. Coe
The Open University

o Michele Cooke
University of
Massachusetts

o Nancye Dawers
Tulane University

o Yildirim Dilek
Miami University

o Jeffrey Donnelly
Woods Hole
Oceanographic
Institution

e Rebecca Dorsey
University of Oregon

o Kay Emeis
University of Hamburg

e Lucy Flesch
Purdue University

o Michael Garcia
University of Hawaii

o Francoise Gasse
Centre Européen de
Recherche et
d'Enseignement des
Géosciences

« Jennifer Georgen
Florida State University

o Jane Gilotti
University of lowa

o Kiliti Grice
Curtin Uinversity of
Technology

o Djordje Grujic
Dalhousie University

Columbia

o Noel P. James
Queen's University

e Zhimin Jian
Tongji University,
Shanghai

e Cari Johnson
University of Utah

e Eric Kirby
Pennsylvania State
University

e Yann Klinger
Institut de Physique du
Globe de Paris

¢ Carolina Lithgow-
Bertelloni
University of Michigan

e Lisa McNeill
University of
Southampton

o Nadine McQuarrie
Princeton University

e Joseph G. Meert
University of Florida

e John Milliman
College of William and
Mary

e Simon Mudd
University of
Edinburgh

o Maria Multti
University of Potsdam

¢ Richard Pancost
University of Bristol

e Lisa Park
University of Akron

o Georgia Pe-Piper
Saint Mary's University

e David J.W. Piper
Geological Survey of
Canada

o Carol Prentice
USGS

e Jason A. Rech
Miami University

¢ Ros Rickaby
University of Oxford

o Nancy Riggs
Northern Arizona
University
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¢ Yair Rosenthal
Rutgers University

e Mike Sandiford
University of
Melbourne

o Martha Savage
Victoria University of
Wellington

e Daniela Schmidt
University of Bristol

e Lindsay Schoenbohm
The Ohio State
University

¢ Jane Selverstone
University of New
Mexico

o Appy Sluijs
Utrecht University

o Cornelia Spiegel
Universitat Tabingen

o Stephan Sobolev
GeoForschungsZentrum
Potsdam

e Holly J. Stein
Colorado State
University

o Kathleen D. Surpless
Trinity University

e Mark Sutton
Imperial College,
London

e Alexandra V. Turchyn
University of California
at Berkeley

o Martita Tuttle
M. Tuttle & Associates

¢ Paola Vannucchi
Universit?di Firenze

e Greg Webb
Queensland University

o Donna Whitney
University of
Minnesota

o Paul Wilson
University of
Southhamption

¢ Yusuke Yokoyama
University of Tokyo
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